Bare delivery of medium and large stents in patients with congenital heart disease.
The medium and large stents favored by pediatric cardiologists are typically delivered through a long sheath placed distal to the target lesion. However, long sheath placement can be problematic. The aim of the study was to determine whether stents can be safely delivered without using a long sheath in patients with congenital heart disease. Between July 2001 and October 2002, primary bare stent delivery was attempted in 17 consecutive patients with 21 target lesions. All 21 stents were successfully delivered without employing a long sheath. The series demonstrates that medium and large stents can be safely delivered without a long sheath in patients with congenital heart disease. Furthermore, eliminating the long sheath can improve stent delivery and allow new options when addressing bifurcation lesions.